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“And a God who is nearby”

Play: Lie

Review of the play: Betrayal written by Harold
Pinter

Characters: 1- Shabnam; 2- Mehran; 3- Jaber

September 2009




March of this year

At Shabnam’s Home

[Shabnam is sitting on the sofa. She is hugging her knees. Mehran is standing by the door
having the doorknob in hand.]

Mehran: Goodbye...

Shabnam: Where are you going?
Mehran: I'm going. That’s finished.
Shabnam: What is finished?

Mehran: Everything... I mean not everything but many things [pause] our decisions and our
work, just some memories remain [pause] time erases them.

Shabnam: You're too...

Mehran: I've made my decision, I'm going. [pause] It's wrong? that’s ok. If I regret, never
mind. Now I should go

Shabnam: One...

Mehran: No

Shabnam: We...

Mehran: I don’t want to hear anything [pause] goodbye. Have fun.
Shabnam: What about our decision?
Mehran: It doesn’t work. It’s over.
Shabnam: Did you give me any time?
Mehran: Several months.

Shabnam: You're wrong

Mehran: Never mind

Shabnam: Give me a little more time
Mehran: ......

Shabnam: I'm getting better. Today I have worked my tail off. My works are in progress
[pause] I'm exiting my cocoon [pause] By myself

Mehran: Good luck, but you haven’t received the remuneration for fast food restaurant
design yet




Shabnam: Don’t be such an ass. Listen to me

Mehran: I understand. You're changing. It’s ridiculous shit

Shabnam: I... You know

Mehran: How many times have we decided during last year and you broke it?
Shabnam: ...Eh.....

Mehran: Bring your notebook, I'm sure that the objectives section is full, the unfinished
works section is full, and the finished work section is completely blank [pause] you broke it

badly

Shabnam: Saturday early morning, it’s the time for making decision?!

Mehran: Don’t make excuse

Shabnam: Do you yourself stop by once a month?

Mehran: This is for this year, and it is for his sake.

Shabnam: Well...

Mehran: I told you to come and start what you can and like, I help you to accomplish that
Shabnam: I wanted, but you didn’t help me

Mehran: Did you want?

Shabnam: Yeah, I asked you to teach me writing

Mehran: I said “what you can” [pause] you just wanted to put him in his place

Shabnam: However I would have been survived this situation
Mehran: I didn’t find the professor’s telephone number for you?
Shabnam: I called

Mehran: What happened?

Shabnam: In vain

Mehran: Ok, I don’t know why it is possible for all except you [pause] it’s better not to stir,
its stench filled the world

Shabnam: I love him, do you understand?

Mehran: I understand and it's why I'm going [pause] you wanted to obtain something, so
you paid for it but you missed many things

Shabnam: You have your own place. We were friends
Mehran: You destroyed it

Shabnam: By what?




Mehran: Lie
Shabnam: Lie?
Mehran: Yes, Lie [pause] what was the second clause?

Shabnam: Whenever [ am in a bad mood and I want to call somebody name, then we talk to
each other

Mehran: Did we?

Shabnam: No

Mehran: Why?

Shabnam: I didn’t want to upset you by my miseries

Mehran: Cut the crap, decide for yourself [pause] say that you're tired. Just this
Shabnam: I'm not [pause] you're deciding emotionally

Mehran: I should have not endured it for nine moths

Shabnam: Hold your horses

Mehran: I'm fed up [pause] Goodbye

Shabnam: You don’t want

Mehran: No.... Have fun, I wish from the bottom of my heart

Shabnam: ................ I

Mehran: Be sure that everything is finished here. The good thing about human is forgetting
Shabnam: you're breaking your promise

Mehran: I'm experiencing

Shabnam: You...

Mehran: Goodbye

Shabnam: What about my story?

Mehran: It’s the last one

Shabnam: ..........

Mehran: A horseman in a road comes across a hungry and thirsty walking man. The horse
man gives him food and water. The walking man gets better and rides the horseman’s horse
and goes. “Go but don’t recount this story to anyone, because then nobody helps a stranded
man”, the horseman shouts. [Mehran opens the door. Light goes.]




April of this year

At Shabnam’s Home

Shabnam: How are you? How fine that you came, I missed you, what’s up? What do you
do?

Mehran: Hi

Shabnam: Hi. Tell me. Such a Jerk, long time no see. You went to your cave too? [pause] You
are silent again?

Mehran: You don’t let me

Shabnam: I'm excited of seeing you.

Mehran: That’s your mistake

Shabnam: Are you well? You drink something?

Mehran: No, come and sit down, I just come to see you [pause] I want to go
Shabnam: You arrived just now... where do you want to go?
Mehran: I should go

Shabnam: But I want to tell you many things

Mehran: well, come and sit, tell... I listen, I want to go
Shabnam: Ridiculous [pause] I...

Mehran: You what?

Shabnam: I found a job. I encountered someone that I'm going to be public relations
manager of his company

Mehran: Congratulations. What about your own office?

Shabnam: We evacuated it. Now that we can perform the work at home, why should we pay
rent?

Mehran: That’s good

Shabnam: I'm changing

Mehran: I'm happy for you

Shabnam: They promised that I will become their marketing manager after a while
Mehran: You can

Shabnam: I'm sure. I know. I used to do the same work at my own office
¢y




Mehran: You used to do all works at your own office

Shabnam: Ridiculous....

Mehran: I'm serious [pause] You performed all works and others made the profit
Shabnam: This time it is different

Mehran: Did you sign a contract?

Shabnam: I will

Mehran: I hope

Shabnam: You are not supposed to be such a wet blanket, see how well I am
Mehran: I'm happy

Shabnam: You're not

Mehran: I am. [pause] everything is shit

Shabnam: Even me?

Mehran: You are a lovely shit

Shabnam: Ridiculous. Tell me, what's up? How’s life with you? How’s everything?
Mehran: Nothing. No news. I try to see her less so she be more comfortable
Shabnam: What does it mean?

Mehran: It means she doesn’t think that I'm watching her [pause] she wants show that she
has grown up, she has changed a lot!

Shabnam: I know. It's my fault

Mehran: It’s not [pause] he has piggybacked for two years and now wants to revenge on the
others

Shabnam: It’s not like this

Mehran: It is. I wanted she was not sheep, she becomes a wolf
Shabnam: Never mind [pause] talk about yourself

Mehran: Yeah, It's better not to waste our time by talking about her

Shabnam: I designed the interior decoration of a fast food restaurant [She shows Mehran
some pages]

Mehran: How well they are. What are you going to do with them?

Shabnam: Well, they are supposed to be applied on its wall, menu, glasses and
advertisements

Mehran: They are excellent




Shabnam: I drew them last night late. You don’t know in such a bad mood I was, I also had
no white paper and color pencil

Mehran: So how did you draw them?

Shabnam: I drew them overleaf administrative letters of the office [she brings out her
cosmetics bag] and painted by these

Mehran: Yes, I felt an unfamiliar smell [pause] when you install them?

Shabnam: First they should see the designs. Then they should be edited by PhotoShop
[pause] Will they like them?

Mehran: Sure, they have no way except liking them [pause] don’t forget to sign agreement...

Shabnam: It's not necessary, he’s Jaber’s friend. We want to work on it together. Jaber has
promised to work with me, also he said he would not want any salary.

Mehran: I hope so

Shabnam: He promised some days ago

Mehran: .....

Shabnam: You're becoming such a wet blanket again!
Mehran: No, but I'm pessimistic to everything

Shabnam: If I finish this work, and the designs I brought for that magazine’s manager is

accepted, and I also give consult to a company... they are supposed to approve the project
and give its executive work to me, I can earn money and they obtain credit [pause], then half
of my problems will be solved

Mehran: Are you talking to me?

Shabnam: You are going on my nerve, this not talking that you do, you just shoot a word
from time to time

Mehran: You forget to add the word “ridiculous”
Shabnam: Ridiculous

Mehran: Don’t get angry. It’s not good for you. You get ugly [pause] I have nothing to say. I
pass time from morning to night and vice versa. Home, work, home, sometimes I write and
read, anything else to say?

Shabnam: Say, Say of yourself

Mehran: I live anyway, Lonely

Shabnam: But the crow brought some other news

Mehran: The crow ate shit along with seven of dogs of its district

Shabnam: What's wrong with you? Why are you hot under the collar? [pause] I want to stay
with him. Either I acquire him or bring them rich

o




Mehran: You will be successful

Shabnam: I know, I'm sure [pause] what do you have for today?

Mehran: Two cups of tea, one coffee
Shabnam: Ridiculous, don’t kid, you promise, you remember, don’t you?...

Mehran: Ok. Today I have a two-variable equation. It’s your choice [pause] a happy end is
better than an endless happiness. Or a bitter end is better than an endless bitterness [light
goes]




April of this year, a little while ago

At Jaber’s Home

[Shabnam stands watching around. Jaber’s voice is heard]

Jaber’s Voice: Sit, I'm coming just now, Let me bring something to eat.
Shabnam: No need, come, we want to talk. One month has passed
Jaber’s Voice: We will solve it. Fifteen days of that month was Norooz and holiday.
Shabnam: But....

Jaber: [He enters. He is in his pajamas] It is too hot, what are you saying?
Shabnam: I say what we are supposed to do after delivering the office?
Jaber: We had to deliver. Paying rent was unnecessary.

Shabnam: You too say the same thing that Mehran says?

Jaber: Well he was right. By the way are you aware of him? Have you seen him?
Shabnam: No, I was busy. Change the topic

Jaber: Aren’t you on speaking terms with each other?

Shabnam: No, he was busy, so I didn’t disturb him

Jaber: He said that you are not a good liar at all

Shabnam: Ok, you Mr. honest man tell me, what did you do?

Jaber: impossible [pause] all I am doing is in vain

Shabnam: What do you mean by “impossible”?

Jaber: It means I cannot forget her. I love her.

Shabnam: Ok, I wait [pause] Just promise...

Jaber: I don’t promise, but I try to

Shabnam: I also wait

Jaber: I say bring and install your Fax machine here. We design a blog too until we get rich
and afford to design a site. I commission one of my friends to design it. Give my home
telephone number in advertisements

Shabnam: But




Jaber: Don’t make excuse, I don’t get any salary until one year, no, I mean whenever your
financial status gets better, we work and pay your debts

Shabnam: Thanks

Jaber: It wasn’t for thanking

Shabnam: But...

Jaber: Don’t mention it, by the way Mehran said you knew interior design too
Shabnam: Well... I worked a little

Jaber: One of my friends wants to design a fast food restaurant, would you like to take the
job?

Shabnam: It’s possible...

Jaber: Yeah, Mehran would admire your works too much
Shabnam: Do you call your friend to take the job?

Jaber: No

Shabnam: Why?

Jaber: Because I've already called and taken it. You didn’t let me finish my word

Shabnam: Thanks

Jaber: You're welcome [light cuts off]




March of last year

At Shabnam’s Home

Mehran: If you don’t need my help I go

Shabnam: Where do you want to go? Stay and have dinner, then...
Mehran: I'm in a diet, thanks

Shabnam: It’s the last dinner of the year

Mehran: I cannot...

Shabnam: I won’t fall for that, when you heard Jaber is coming with food you went on a
diet? Don’t afraid, having dinner here doesn’t indebt you

Mehran: I'm afraid of biting the hand that feeds me. I go and leave you two alone
Shabnam: We have no problem with your presence

Mehran: It's your favor, but I'm not in a good mood, I cannot

Shabnam: Ridiculous...

Mehran: I decided not to be the third person anywhere

Shabnam: Here you are not the third. You're my friend [pause] the only friend indeed

Mehran: I was your pal so far and now suddenly I became your friend [pause] and he is
your love or one of your lovers

Shabnam: He hasn’t accepted yet. Don’t play with words

Mehran: I don’t play, the value of “pal” is more than “friend” for me [pause] he accepts or
not, it does not change your behavior? You fell in love and want to cost for it to acquire him
[pause] at last he will fall in that

Shabnam: He’s a good guy

Mehran: I agree

Shabnam: Several days ago his mom and dad came to his house
Mehran: You went too?

Shabnam: He invited me. Who told you?

Mehran: I guessed

Shabnam: Don't lie. Jaber has told you




Mehran: I never lie [pause] we don’t talk to each other
Shabnam: Never mind [pause] he has so good mom and dad

Mehran: So you like your father and mother in law, how about them? Did they like their
daughter in law too?

Shabnam: Ridiculous...

Mehran: Why do you call me ridiculous when it is the time of serious talks? [pause]
congratulations [he stands up]

Shabnam: Please sit down

Mehran: I can’t

Shabnam: I beg

Mehran: I can’t

Shabnam: I implore

Mehran: Not possible

Shabnam: [Talking flirty] for my sake...

Mehran: Not possible, don’t try to flirt with me, I won’t be impressed. It means I closed up
my heart [pause] you used to behave like a man beside me

Shabnam: ....
Mehran: You are no longer a man [the doorbell rings]

Shabnam: You would not disagree my words before

Mehran: You were my pal before, now you're my friend. Open the door

Shabnam: I'm the same, Shabnam [door bells]

Mehran: Your man wondered what we are doing now, so go...

Shabnam: Ridiculous [She opens the door. Jaber enters holding food dishes] Hi, you got late
Jaber: Why didn’t you open the door?

Shabnam: I was tied up. He also said I'm guest and don’t do any work. Sorry, are you okay?
Mehran: If you let him come in, he answers and gets better.

Shabnam: [she moves and Jaber enters] Sorry

Mehran: Hi

Jaber: Hi, You're welcome

Mehran: Yes [he stands up] ok, now I should ....




Shabnam: Ok, please set the table. On the off chance it's disposable dish and we have
nothing to wash. [facing to Jaber] he said several times “why you send Jaber to buy food? We
cooked something together and eat” But now we should let him set the table and wash the
dishes

Mehran: I said all of these!!! [pause] the food gets cold

Jaber: I bought your favorite food

Shabnam: I knew

Jaber: I said cook it custom-made to enjoy

Shabnam: Thanks, Mehran I'm waiting for the cloth

Mehran: .... [Goes to the door]

Shabnam: Don't close the door completely, let fresh air comes in
Jaber: Neighbors

Shabnam: They are not at home [Jaber goes to the room. Shabnam comes and stands near
Mehran] don’t destroy it, for God’s sake, for my sake

Mehran: .....

Shabnam: I know you won’t reject, for Shabnam’s sake
Mehran: I fall for that, ok, please leave me

Shabnam: Ridiculous

Mehran: I just stay, ok?

Shabnam: Ok you a bad tempered, it’s not necessary to do any work [Jaber enters, he is in
his pajamas]

Jaber: I didn’t find my shorts

Shabnam: I put it in machine to wash

Jaber: It was clean. Why did you bother yourself?

Shabnam: Don’t mention it. Now are you comfortable wearing this pants?

Jaber: Yeah, dude! Nothing bothers me

Mehran: He's right. Nothing bothers us but when it is strong enough....

Shabnam: Ridiculous

Jaber: You didn’t come today?
Mehran: Where?

Shabnam: Office....

Mehran: [ was not invited...




Jaber: We closed it up. The costs were high, also we can carry out the works at home, why
should we pay rent? Credit is important that Shabnam has it.

Mehran: If she uses it

Jaber: However we missed you

Mehran: Yeah, You always missed me for drudgery

Shabnam: Let’s have dinner

Mehran: you have, I said, I'm in a diet

Jaber: It’s salt-free and doesn’t indebt you

Mehran: So eat with your salt, be relax

Shabnam: [comes near Mehran] you promised...

Mehran: to stay, now I'm here but in a diet

Shabnam: You're too bad, leave him, the food gets cold, he says he’s in a diet
Mehran: have it up easily

Shabnam: By the way, what about my share of today?

Mehran: It was for our loneliness, now you're two

Shabnam: Ridiculous

Jaber: I like to hear too

Mehran: What do you like to hear?

Jaber: The same, sentence, text, short story....

Mehran: [looks at Shabnam. Goes to the door. Shabnam comes to him] I'm sorry

Shabnam: Where are you going?

Mehran: You have told him the only thing that was secret between us?

Shabnam: Nothing happens. I told him one of those; he asked where I read it and I said that
you have told me

Mehran: I won't fall for that. He doesn’t understand these at all. You told him everything
Shabnam: what happens now?

Mehran: Nothing [pause] It's good that I didn’t open out my heart to you.

Jaber: Are you censoring it?

Mehran: I don’t have any

Shabnam: he spoils himself




Mehran: One day a cricket was walking at the forest that comes to a bear. He fell in love with
the bear. He proposed to her. The bear said I'm sleepy and I can’t think about it, let me wake
up and then I respond. The bear woke up of winter sleep and remembered the cricket. She
went to the forest to find him. But poor bear didn’t know that crickets live just three days.
[Mehran opens the door. Light fades out]




February of last year

At Shabnam’s Home

[Shabnam has been chocked and is sitting. She has used a lot of handkerchief and threw
them around. Mehran is walking aimlessly]

Mehran: believe me, I even beg him. I implored, I told him all you had said
Shabnam: Did you tell him everything in details?

Mehran: All the night, he said he couldn’t

Shabnam: Why?

Mehran: I don’t know, he said he cannot forget Zhila [pause] he still loves her
Shabnam: But she doesn’t love him

Mehran: He says it’s not important

Shabnam: I can help him to be happy

Mehran: Sure...

Shabnam: I'm serious

Mehran: I'm serious too. I know you can, and you love him [pause] grant a respite to him, he
will get better

Shabnam: I wait [pause] I'm used to

Mehran: Time solves everything [pause] I implored him so that if I did it for myself I would
tind ten girlfriends

Shabnam: What if it doesn’t happen?

Mehran: Another one...

Shabnam: Ridiculous....

Mehran: Jaber is younger than you

Shabnam: It does not have anything to do with age

Mehran: Ok, it doesn’t, but don’t think of marriage with him!

Shabnam: Marriage... I love him [pause] ask him to accept. I help him. We work to make
him rich, ok, I will give him everything we earn, he can take whole money and go to suit
[pause] just under one term




Mehran: Which term....

Shabnam: He stays with me, without informing his wife

Mehran: You mean he lies?

Shabnam: No Just he shouldn’t tell Zhila he is working with me
Mehran: You accept if you were in his shoes?

Shabnam: I don’t know.... But I want to be with him, not important how....
Mehran: You don’t care what it takes?

Shabnam: I don’t... I wish he would see me, I wish he would love me, I wish he was with
me, why he didn’t want, I don’t know, what do I lack? What I don’t have? I'm Crying all the
time, I stay awake every night, I chat aimlessly, I tear, I tear..

Mehran: Are you talking with me?

Shabnam: Ridiculous

Mehran: You're killing yourself for nothing [pause] What do you want to obtain?
Shabnam: I don’t know

Mehran: Ok.... You're right, but it’s not the way

Shabnam: What should I do?

Mehran: What about? Aha, charm [he laughs and look at Shabnam and stops laughing] I
mean re-initiate your office, initiate your work, bring him to your work office, let him be
besides you, and fall in love with you [pause] then....

Shabnam: I know, he has also promised me to initiate my company again, I have spoken
about this.

Mehran: When?
Shabnam: Yesterday in Tak restaurant. We had lunch there.

Mehran: Well, I didn’t expect it, you went without me, I called and asked you to go out to
have launch, you said you were full [pause] but you're right... Oh...

Shabnam: Ridiculous... Why are you exaggerating?

Mehran: I don’t exaggerating about it. I felt lie smell. When a new one arrives ....

Shabnam: No, it’s not right
Mehran: it is or it is not it happens at last [pause] it’s obvious

Shabnam: Don’t be a drip, and also do not punish before proving the crime. You were the
best friend I had up to now and it’s the biggest favor of God to me

Mehran: Amen...




Shabnam: Ridiculous... Mehran [pause] I'm pessimistic to all even my friends. I'm annoyed
by everything [pause] I'm just talking about sorrow and grief all the time, nothing else has
remained for me.

Mehran: It was a good lecture [pause] pal changed to friend [pause] there is happiness at the
bottom of the sorrow well, you reach it

Shabnam: Ridiculous... Don’t pick on the words [pause] You're my best pal

Mehran: [opens his hands] thank you for watermelons. However it passes too, also have you
ever seen lover and beloved come together soon? Always the lover...

Shabnam: is the one whose life gets miserable, like me
Mehran: Are you sure that you were the lover?

Shabnam: ...

Mehran: Go and wash your face, you transferred me into a bad mood, ok get up.

Shabnam: [gets up] Mehran I love you from the bottom of my heart, you're my best friend,
sorry, pal, believe it

Mehran: I believe you

[Shabnam goes out. Mehran brings out a paper from his packet. He puts it on the table. He
goes out from entrance. Shabnam enters while she has a towel on her face.]

Shabnam: [ made my mind, I start from tomorrow with my whole... [she takes off the towel
from her face. Looks around and sees the paper. Picks it up and reads it] a failed commander
of an army sees an ant pulling up a seed which was several times bigger than its body, he
waits but the seed was not fallen down so the ant tries again. The commander threw the ant
by his finger and repeated it seventy times. When he learned the ant’s willpower and
perseverance, he trampled it under his feet [light goes]




February of last year, a little while ago

At Jaber’s Home

[Jaber and Mehran, respectively have laid on the bed and the floor]
Jaber: Mehran?

Mehran: ha

Jaber: Are you awake?

Mehran: ha

Jaber: I say...

Mehran: ha

Jaber: Why Zhila doesn’t love me?

Mehran: mmm... I don’t know but she has never said that she doesn’t
Jaber: Did you talk to her?

Mehran: Yes

Jaber: Well?

Mehran: She said that she loves you but she cannot marry you

Jaber: because of money?

Mehran: Not only money, family conditions and one thousand miseries
Jaber: I understand the money problem, but I cannot understand other problems
Mehran: Anyway you should understand her

Jaber: If you were in my shoes, you did it?

Mehran: Yes, I did... It’s her life, she’s right

Jaber: What about me? I spent all these years

Mehran: It was two years, in addition you loved her, you enjoyed being with her
Jaber: That’s right but...

Mehran: Each pleasure has a cost

Jaber: If so, why don’t you expend?




Mehran: my heart is mortgaged, it’s not with me to expend for it
Jaber: Do you want I redeemed it for you?
Mehran: No... I can if I like

Jaber: Mehran listen to me, this Shabnam is a nice girl... I know you haven’t even thought of
her but...

Mehran: She’s my employer, she is so nice but I would have proposed her up to now if I
wanted [pause] she loves you man

Jaber: But ...
Mehran: You don’t like her?

Jaber: I do. Being with her gives me confidence, empowers me, although it is just one month
that we know each other [pause] it's a good sense

Mehran: So what’s wrong with you?

Jaber: Zhila....

Mehran: She has said she did not want you...

Jaber: He didn’t say from the bottom of her heart
Mehran: She loves you, but time forced it to be over....
Jaber: What if she returns?

Mehran: Then you may return too

Jaber: Shabnam

Mehran: Stipulate this term... You know the story? She wants to help you get rich and go to
suit from Zhila, so that they cannot reject you, if money is the only problem

Jaber: She can

Mehran: Yes, she is work striving, but she said she has not a good partner in work. She’s like
a bird that has wing but cannot ascend [pause] she wants a new motive

Jaber: But I.... I do anything but I cannot forget Zhila

Mehran: You are not supposed to forget her [pause] time solves everything
Jaber: Several days ago I went to Tak restaurant with her

MEhran: Zhila?

JAber: No, Shabnam

Mehran: e.... Ok, what happened then?

Jaber: Nothing, we were talking to each other. I don’t know what happened that I took her
hand, I love its warmness, It was about to call her Zhila unconsciously
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Mehran: Did you?...
Jaber: No, dude. I said Zhabnam instead, she didn’t take notice

Mehran: However it's a good situation, it can be good for you, just open your eyes and
accept. You can’t swear at me later!

Jaber: Shabnam is a very nice girl, she has suffered so much, according to her word misery is
our common point.

Mehran: negative multiplied by negative is positive, congratulations
Jaber: Is it possible? ....

Mehran: Why not?

Jaber: But...

Mehran: enough

Jaber: Listen to me, is it possible we be in a tentative friendship together

Mehran: I talk to her about it

Jaber: No, You just make excuse and don’t stop by her for some days

Mehran: Believe me, she likes you [pause] she has fallen in love with you, she is affable, she
does her all bests if she loves somebody

Jaber: Do you guarantee?

Mehran: Time has guaranteed her [pause] be reassured. Jaber.... Jaber..... [Jaber snores.
Mehran makes Jaber’s blanket. Some steps farther, light is only on Mehran. He dialed a
telephone number by his mobile phone] Hi. I cannot speak louder. Yeah, I'm here. I don't
know, but, I swear by my life, I implored him as much as possible. Yeah, a little. You are
compatible to each other, he suggested a tentative friendship too. Why do you say that he
does not like? Ok, wait I will answer this sarcastic remark, I will later answer you by two of
them. I cannot send text. He will wake up. Although even bomb cannot wake him up now
[pause] I don’t know he’s dreaming you or Zhila.... Just kidding. Aha, it was agreed that I
would not stop by you for some days, I don’t know! Your man wanted, You are making me
mad by your persisting. One day a horse goes to a circus boss and says: I want to work here,
The boss says: do you know how to stand up on your two feet? The horse says: No but I
want to be here, The boss asks: do you know how to stand on your hands? The horse says:
No but I want to be in your circus, the boss says: can you trot by rhythm played? The horse
says: No but I want to be in your circus, the boss says: can you stand on one foot? Horse
answers: No, but I like your circus and I can be useful there. The boss says: you don’t know
anything, how can you be of used in this circus? the horse says: stupid man, I'm speaking
you like a man for an hour, then you ask me what I can do? [Light cuts off]




January of last year

At Jaber’s Home

[Shabnam and Mehran are sitting. They are in formal suits. Shabnam is looking at the floor]
Shabnam: Excuse us, we disturb you tonight
Jaber: Don’t mention it. Make yourself at home

Shabnam: However we disturbed you. I told Mehran that we can go to a hotel or lodging
house, but, well, you know the conditions, they don’t accept

Jaber: Don’t mention it. Home belongs to you, just I'm sorry, it’s a single man’s house

Shabnam: very well [all look at each other, Shabnam and Jaber pick their mobile phones.
They send text seemingly, a text was received by Jaber, he stands up]

Jaber: Excuse me, I'll be back immediately [he goes out]

Mehran: Okay [face to Shabnam] what’s wrong with you?
Shabnam: Nothing... I guess have disturbed him

Mehran: Bravo. You are feeling now, we disturbed him obviously
Shabnam: Well, get up to go

Mehran: Where?

Shabnam: Hotel or somewhere like this...

Mehran: Park is ok, but what should we say if they arrest us?
Shabnam: I will say I'm his employer

Mehran: Yes, sir, she is my employer, and I'm her houseboy, my master has delivered her
house, but by proprietor’s force and as she is somehow, no, very stubborn, she doesn’t go to
her parent’s home, in addition haven’t you ever heard the clause “our town is our house”,
well we are living in our own house.

Shabnam: Ridiculous

Mehran: You can go to police office, they give you a letter, but how can you pay hotel’s fee?
You take it from your mamma and dad?

Shabnam: I do something about it. In addition, I have the letter of the organization
conference to be held on the day after tomorrow. I go and say I've arrived sooner and I will
pay for these two days.




Mehran: And after that you want to live just with air. Or give kiss to solve the problems,
yes?

Shabnam: Don't be ridiculous... I can do something about it.
Mehran: Go to your father’s home and live beside your facilities
Shabnam: I've said one hundred times, I can’t stand there

Mehran: You talk nonsense. I have no money I swear, If I had some I would have given to
you, I don’t have even a penny to my name.

Shabnam: Don’t make me ashamed, I will compensate once the affairs is settled.

Mehran: cut the crap. Get up to go, as you wish [he gets up. Jaber enters. He has cried]
what’s wrong with you?

Jaber: Nothing. How are you Miss Shabnam? ... You're welcome
Mehran: Miss Shabnam is welcome.... I said what’s wrong with you Jaber?
Jaber: Nothing, I went to answer the phone, and I was peeling onion too, it inflamed my eyes

Mehran: You dialed, it rings, and she didn’t answer. Then it rings and she answered. You
talked, and it has grief. Its grief has onion. Your tears come without permission. The onion
went to the room out of our sight, then you saw miss Shabnam.

Jaber: Shut up

Mehran: It means “my dear, nothing serious, I'll getting better just now.” It’s men talk
Shabnam: I think we’d better to go

Mehran: I'm such a mercy for Jaber but...

Jaber: Where are you going?

Mehran: Park...

Shabnam: Ridiculous... Hotel

Jaber: I never let you

Mehran: What are you saying? You are not in a good mood. And we have come and disturb
you.

Jaber: No, I'm ok [he wipes his tears away] “don’t call or send text, everything is finished,
get it”, she had written

Mehran: well, get it...
Jaber: I cannot
Mehran: You are always foolish, but if you love her you will get it

Jaber: Don’t babble [facing to Shabnam] sorry
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Shabnam: It doesn’t matter. Can I ask you what happened?

Mehran: No...

Jaber: My eyes saw, my heart wished, I went, she accepted, I stayed, she finished

Mehran: It’s the age of speed

Jaber: Ridiculous

Shabnam: You say “ridiculous” just like me... why she finished?
Mehran: he says ridiculous?

Shabnam: oops... let us speak

Mehran: Yeah, tell her, or she won’t sleep all the night

Jaber: For money....

Mehran: Not only money

Jaber: If I had money, other problems would be solved

Mehran: don’t be unfair, money is just a part of the story

Shabnam: If there is money, work comes, and life is where the work is, and loves comes
following life

Mehran: You both are in a bad mood, It’s better to sleep sooner
Jaber: I'm not sleepy, but let me go to the room...

Mehran: it's impossible

Jaber: I beg

Mehran: If you go, we leave too

Jaber: I implore

Shabnam: Don’t bother him

Mehran: It's impossible... He wants to go and take Zhila’s photo, to gaze at it and cry
Shabnam: let him go, it alleviates him

Mehran: To add insult to injury...

Jaber: May I go?

Shabnam: Go

Jaber: Thanks [Jaber goes out]

Shabnam: He’s just like me

Mehran: Yeah




Shabnam: I don’t know why all lovers shall be tortured
Mehran: Yeah

Shabnam: What about their happiness?

Mehran: Yeah

Shabnam: Do you listen what I'm saying?

Mehran: Yeah

Shabnam: What was I saying?

Mehran: crap

Shabnam: Ridiculous [pause] I want to help him
Mehran: For my sake let it go. Solve your own problems
Shabnam: I'm serious, I help him to reach his love
Mehran: Physician, heal thyself

Shabnam: I finished that relationship myself

Mehran: You're right, you wished, he didn’t. You implored, he didn’t answer, you wimped
out and repudiated everything

Shabnam: Ridiculous.... Leave it, 'm not in a good mood

Mehran: He also said that you are not in a good mood today
Shabnam: He’s babbled

Mehran: Don’t you want to know what happened to Amontit?
Shabnam: No, I'm sure you've handed over it unharmed, I'll miss it

Mehran: Do you miss the dog or its owner?

Shabnam: The dog was so faithful

Mehran: I wish all lovers were dogs, No, I wish all beloveds were dogs, hang the dogs.
Shabnam: Ridiculous... I said to you don’t kid, I'm in a state of nerves

Mehran: On my eyes

Shabnam: He hasn’t left anything with me

Mehran: He has. You've put the dog’s photo in your purse

Shabnam: That’s for me, I took it myself

Mehran: But it’s his dog

Shabnam: It's nonsense, I like petite




Mehran: Interesting, human can love other persons’ assets
Shabnam: Didn’t he say anything?

Mehran: The dog?.... aha, no, he said hello to you, he took his dog and went
Shabnam: Caddish..

Mehran: The dog...?

Shabnam: Ridiculous [Jaber enters] Hi

Mehran: No need to say hello, we love you

Shabnam & Jaber: Ridiculous

Mehran: [muttering to Shabnam] Your mutual understanding starts
Shabnam: What happened? You came back soon?

Jaber: Even tear withholds

Mehran: It doesn’t for Shabnam, she easily comes to tears
Shabnam: He’s right this time

Mehran: I never lie

Shabnam: [bring her mobile set out of her pocket and try to change the space] Listen what
I'm saying..., aha. A number in my phone has no name. I don’t know when I saved it,
neither it rings nor sends text, I really want to know who he or she is

Mehran: So call him or her and talk
Shabnam: not possible, what if it was a guy?
Mehran: And you don’t like it?!

Shabnam: Ridiculous

Jaber: Give it to me, I talk

Mehran: Not possible

Jaber: Why?

Mehran: What if it was a girl? [They all laugh]

Shabnam: [She gives the phone to Jaber] here you are [Jaber takes the phone, looks and
laughs]

Mehran: Is there a Joke?
Jaber: No [he controls himself] I remembered something
Mehran: So dial, meddling is to kill her [Jaber returns the phone to Shabnam]

Jaber: Dial yourself, If it was a girl you talk, otherwise, give it to me
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Shabnam: On my eyes [takes the phone. Dial the number, Jaber’s mobile phone rings too]
Mehran: Answer, what a silly ringtone

Jaber: Let it rings, 'm not in a good mood

Mehran: It may be Zhila

Shabnam: It doesn’t answer

Jaber: Redial [Shabnam redials]

Mehran: You go and answer your own phone [goes to Jaber’s phone] You're crazy, you were
waiting all the time and now you don’t answer [looks at the phone] did you delete her
name?

Jaber: Give it to me [he answers]|

Shabnam: Hello.. Hello.. no one speaks

Jaber: The lines are disturbed

Shabnam: [She hanged up and smiles. She looks at Jaber] Thanks
Mehran: What happened?

Shabnam: It was the number of Mr. Jaber

Mehran: Bravo! When did you give your phone number that I didn’t notice, good news for
me, I've nursed a viper in my bosom!

Shabnam: Don’t make a fuss, during the term you were not here, he performed some of my
works and I had saved his number without name [facing to Jaber] How are you with our
bothers? [They all laugh]

Jaber: “Hi Mr. Mehran’s friend, I'm Mehran’s friend.” You introduced yourself like this

Shabnam: I was in a bad stress that day, if we failed to perform the work I would become an
ill fated

Jaber: [He yawns] I'm too sleepy, I go to sleep [throws the phone for Mehran] this remains
with you to be relaxed, good night [goes out]

Mehran: Sweet dreams... Shabnam? Shabnam, What’'s wrong with you?
Shabnam: He’s a nice guy

Mehran: Oh, God helps us

Shabnam: Ridiculous... I'm serious, he’s like me, he’s ill-fated too
Mehran: Insomnia made you mad

Shabnam: I'm serious, I had sympathy for him, I saw myself in him

Mehran: God in Heaven! Get up, I'm going to sleep in Jaber’s room, one blanket is enough
for you?
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Shabnam: Story please
Mehran: Letit go

Shabnam: You promised

Mehran: I made a mistake when I promised. But I don’t remember anything.... Aha... this
one... A girl was in a bus. In the 5t station an old man enters holding a beautiful bouquet. “I
wish I had that bouquet”, She said to herself. The old man gives the bouquet to the girl while
he was getting off and says: “I bought it for my dearest but now I think you will be much
happier having this”, the old man gets off the bus, the girl pursues him by her eyes. The old
man stands near a family graveyard and looks at the interior [light cuts off]




January of last year

A little while ago

At Shabnam’s previous home

[Everything is messy. Shabnam is sitting on a corner. Mehran is standing and moving the
instruments by his foot]

Shabnam: Sit down

Mehran: I'm looking for an empty space

Shabnam: Move them with your foot, sit down on a corner

Mehran: I'm doing the same. By the way, where’s your cactus?

Shabnam: You're going on my nerve

Mehran: What's wrong with you? I asked because I don’t want to sit on it, it makes pain
Shabnam: Sorry

Mehran: You are excused, what are you going to do now?

Shabnam: Nothing, the contract is in the name of him and his partner, I must leave here
Mehran: Where do you want to go?

Shabnam: I don’t know. But I will neither go to my parent’s nor my relative’s home
Mehran: I'm hanger-on myself

Shabnam: We still have time for one or two weeks

Mehran: How do you know?

Shabnam: Whenever a trouble happened he went to his home for one or two weeks [pause]
he spoils her. Everything gets okay and he returns

Mehran: We cannot take risk. What if he disclosed everything and they appear tomorrow?

Shabnam: You're right, the boxes are still in the storeroom, I'll bring them to collect the
things and move...

Mehran: Where do we put them? ... a corner on the street, in park, ....
Shabnam: No, I put them in my mom’s home

Mehran: So go and live there too. You have a large personal room, your lunch and dinner is
ready, and you don’t pay rent. In addition they’ve got your back




Shabnam: I cannot get along with them.

Mehran: You cannot get along with anybody [pause] you do not know your place and waste
your life

Shabnam: What do you mean?

Mehran: Everybody has two pools to swim. Happiness and misery. You have dammed your
happiness and have drowned in your miseries

Shabnam: Don’t philosophize, I know, You're right

Mehran: I never lie

Shabnam: But you told one today

Mehran: It was a white lie, and just for you, a lovable shit
Shabnam: Sorry... If you didn’t tell it, everything was destroyed
Mehran: Thanks God that everything finished

Shabnam: Just I remained and...

Mehran: Yourself...

Shabnam: What about you?

Mehran: I have been always reserve. The third one [pause] I remain the same until when I
won't be there

Shabnam: You're wrong
Mehran: Maybe... Don’t you want to start?

Shabnam: What's going on with you? Tell me, otherwise I won't start

Mehran: I don’t have anything to say... I should go [goes to the door]

Shabnam: Wait, where are you going? [pause]| I had to, I couldn’t trust in anyone else,
furthermore you knew him

Mehran: You knew him, I was just acquaintance of him

Shabnam: Now... What did you expect me to do? [pause] It was not very important for me,
but I was afraid that his unstable life collapsed

Mehran: Really?! Why did you start you relationship with him?

Shabnam: I saw myself in him, he was misfortune like me [pause] he had promised to
divorce

Mehran: but it didn’t happen. One cannot live in this way. He eats free of cost. He lives free
of cost. Free ...

Shabnam: Why do you scold? I myself know everything
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Mehran: I don’t scold, okay, I'm wrong, it’s your life, do whatever the hell you want with it.
But you were not authorized to lie and break your promise

Shabnam: Which lie?
Mehran: “We are pals, I will tell you every problem happened to me, I promise”
Shabnam: I didn’t want to make you sad

Mehran: Shabnam, I know you very well, You're selfish [pause] and I'm not so silly that you
can play a role for me [pause] don’t lie

Shabnam: Watch what you say

Mehran: Ok, sorry, the discussion finished. Where’s your dog?
Shabnam: He took it. Also the discussion is not finished

Mehran: I didn’t understand to which of your tunes shall I dance?
Shabnam: Say, frankly and forthrightly

Mehran: One month passed, you told lie to me, why?

Shabnam: You're wrong, I didn’t lie

Mehran: See, You neither called me, nor sent text, of course you're right, it wasn’t a part of
our decision, furthermore I was alive and healthy, if I died, you would be aware

Shabnam: I was busy

Mehran: You weren’t, you were at home all the time, and you didn’t go out for pursuing any
of your works

Shabnam: Did you tail me?

Mehran: No... I was worry like a silly man. We see each other once a week, or not, once in
two weeks and you talked. You confided in me. We pursued the works..

Shabnam: I did it by myself, by phone...

Mehran: Shabnam, lie is a wetland and if you fall in it, it takes you to the bottom, I went to
the organization and they said she had no call to us

Shabnam:1I....

Mehran: Shabnam, I know that you were busy somewhere else, okay you were right, damn
every promise [pause] don’t lie to me

Shabnam: Hold your horses, I didn’t lie, I mean I just didn’t tell the truth [pause] You
yourself said that you don’t want to see me when I'm with him

Mehran: It means you were with him during last month, all the hours?
Shabnam: ....

Mehran: Let it go... he hasn’t gone to home... and his partner hasn’t said anything
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Shabnam: He said he went to county for a mission; he paid the salary of this and last month
both to his wife’s bank account to assure her. We were at home all the month, even we didn’t
go out for purchase, we called them to bring anything we needed [pause] what else do you
want to know?

Mehran: ......

Shabnam: Are you okay?

Mehran: Poor his wife, how much she cried today “I stayed at home during last month, I
didn’t go to my mother’s home so that they didn’t think we quarreled and were not on
speaking terms”

Shabnam: She was shedding crocodile tears, now why are you more catholic than the Pope?
Mehran: Nothing, I remembered a story
Shabnam: Which story?

Mehran: One day a friend says to his pal that he wants to tell a mystery to him. “What is
your mystery? Tell me” the pal says. “I cannot tell you this way, you should promise not to
tell anyone” the friend says. The pal promises. “No, it’s not enough. We should promise with
our bloods.” The friend says. The pal agreed, he brings out a knife and cut a part of their
vessels and put their hands on each other. “Now tell me what your mystery was” the pal
says to the friend. The friend looks at the pal, takes a deep breath and says: [pause] I have
AIDS [light goes]




December of the last year

At Shabnam’s previous home

[The home is tidy. Shabnam is designing. Mehran is looking at around]
Mehran: It's a beautiful house...

Shabnam: Good for its owner

Mehran: Did he take it?

Shabnam: Yeabh, it is in the name of his mom and dad

Mehran: Thanks to him [pause] what are you drawing?

Shabnam: Motive...

Mehran: That's good

Shabnam: He strongly gives me motive, it's a good work partner, if we were introduced to
each other last year, now everything would be okay

Mehran: It was destiny [pause] where is he now?

Shabnam: He’s gone to do something, he’ll be back

Mehran: [looks at his watch] here?

Shabnam: Yeah, we want to know each other more

Mehran: for having work cooperation this level of familiarity would be enough

Shabnam: We are already cooperators, but the work hours have increased from 8 hours to 12
hours

Mehran: How about the rest of the night?

Shabnam: He goes to his home to rest

Mehran: Thanks God

Shabnam: How come?

Mehran: For His blessings.... because you specified a rest time for yourself too
Shabnam: Ridiculous

Mehran: Did you pursue to receive your money?

Shabnam: They’ve promised to pay, but the date is unspecified
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Mehran: One day they pay!

Shabnam: They cannot defalcate it, I have many deeds and documents [pause] just their
dates have been somehow passed.

Mehran: They're void

Shabnam: No, We'll pursue

Mehran: I've no time to come with you!

Shabnam: Who says with you?

Mehran: But you used “we”, “we pursue” [pause] aha, good luck
Shabnam: [smiles] thanks

Mehran: Where did you find him?

Shabnam: We saw each other in chat. We talked a lot, I see myself in him
Mehran: Are you sure? [pause] Is he trustworthy?

Shabnam: Yeah, he’s very nice

Mehran: Congratulations [pause] are you going to marry?

Shabnam: I don’t know... maybe

Mehran: What does it mean? Still you're in 90-day term...

Shabnam: No, that’s finished [pause] we don’t marry here

Mehran: So come to our home

Shabnam: Ridiculous... I mean in Iran

Mehran: On the moon? It doesn’t have marriage registration office
Shabnam: We want to go overseas....

Mehran: Church, okay, Iran has church too, they will make your marriage official
Shabnam: Ridiculous, I'm serious

Mehran: Not a word of you is serious [pause] Do not try to discard me, I get it
Shabnam: There’s nothing, don’t pick on me

Mehran: I don't fall for that

Shabnam: No, I swear Mehran

Mehran: Mehran died. I know you very good

Shabnam: He has wife

Mehran: No...




Shabnam: But he wants to divorce, I mean they even agreed to
Mehran: How did you find it out?

Shabnam: He said himself, I mean I got it out of the owner’s talks, he had come with repair
man for repairing radiator. “Your husband is not at home?” the owner said, he brought the
lease paper. There was his name along with the name of another woman

Mehran: You said that the house is in the name of his momma and dad
Shabnam: He had lied to me; he leased it in the name of himself and his wife
Mehran: Much good news. So you are defeated again

Shabnam: It does not have anything to do with this situation. They agreed to divorce. In
addition we went to Tak restaurant for dinner. He apologized formally.

Mehran: Dis he kiss you?

Shabnam: No

Mehran: So you didn’t forgive him yet

Shabnam: Ridiculous, he kissed me on the hand [pause] I was not displeased by him
Mehran: That’s okay

Shabnam: What?

Mehran: That you are not displeased by him, now when will you go?

Shabnam: He’s pursuing his works, also I should reimburse my debts, and then we can go
Mehran: So you will be here for a long time. Don’t forget to send me letter and postcard
Shabnam: Ridiculous

Mehran: Does he pay the rent?

Shabnam: No, I pay myself, he has no money to pay, I myself give him salary

Mehran: So you've got a freeloader son-in-law [he gets up] okay, I should go

Shabnam: Where do you go? I said to him to buy dinner, wait for him to come and have
dinner together.

Mehran: So he stays the nights too

Shabnam: Not every night, some nights that they’ve quarrel

Mehran: And you sit and pick quarrel [goes to the door]

Shabnam: Ridiculous, I said sit down, didn’t you hear?
Mehran: I heard, but I don’t feel like getting together [pause] and I don’t disturb you too

Shabnam: You're never a bothersome man




Mehran: I myself know [pause] Goodbye, if you became alone, encountered problem, or had
grief, call me

Shabnam: Mehran [Mehran stands] Sorry
Mehran: Okay
Shabnam: I annoyed you a lot, but all you did was favor

Mehran: It was the amity’s task

Shabnam: I'm serious. I will compensate one day [pause] what about my share of today?

Mehran: Firstly, It's not a day, it’s night, secondly, this agreement was for our loneliness, and
thirdly you're not alone anymore

Shabnam: Firstly, it's my right, secondly I beg, thirdly you always exist

Mehran: We are proud of having nothing in hand, say the name of God and come to
battlefield [light cuts off]




September of last year
At Shabnam’s Office

[The office is messy, Shabnam is sitting. Kitchen instruments, bedclothes, ring binders and
etc. are found among the instruments on the floor. Mehran knocks on the door.]

Shabnam: Come in, the door is open

Mehran: Are you there, the host, the employer, May I, host or employer?
Shabnam: Come in ridiculous man...

Mehran: [He enters] Hi the host employer
Shabnam: Hi, now it is home

Mehran: Did you kill him?

Shabnam: Who did I kill?

Mehran: Your husband?

Shabnam: Ridiculous

Mehran: It’s finished?

Shabnam: I'm free now, just a 90-day period...
Mehran: Did you quarrel?

Shabnam: No, we went to divorce office just like a human and signed. We came home, he
collected his things and went.

Mehran: So you're rich now, give a loan to us

Shabnam: Ridiculous [pause] I bestowed whole my marriage portion
Mehran: Even the flower twigs?

Shabnam: All of them, also he took all instruments I'd purchased

Mehran: If you needed, I will give a loan to you, but not for marriage, for your poverty and
misery

Shabnam: Until 90 days I cannot... [She laughs] ridiculous
Mehran: I have a name, Mehran, repeat it, Mehran, no, it’s not necessary, I fear

Shabnam: How come?




Mehran: Nothing, however you may fall in love with me!
Shabnam: Ridiculous.... Lately you've learned to talk impudently?!
Mehran: I had learned long before, but you had a man controlling you, a husband
Shabanam: What a prejudiced man, and I was his “home”

Mehran: He was a good man

Shabnam: I didn’t say he was bad

Mehran: Did you love him?

Shabnam: At first I was, but....

Mehran: Leave it [pause] Why did you mess up here?

Shabnam: Its neatness was disgusting

Mehran: You relieved your heart?

Shabnam: [throws something] ridiculous.. You're talking a lot

Mehran: Ok dude! I wanted to say something to change your mood, if you don’t want that’s
okay

Shabnam: I want to work

Mehran: It's good

Shabnam: I perform all my outstanding works

Mehran: It's good

Shabnam: I'm serious

Mehran: It's good, I mean it’s excellent, what do you want to do?
Shabnam: First of all I want to do self-improvement

Mehran: Self-improvement is ok, but self-improvement by which?

Shabnam: What?

Mehran: Self-improvement with opium, heroine, crystal, what do you wish? I tell the guys to
bring for you

Shabnam: Ridiculous.. Let me say

Mehran: Say.. But during your self-improvement, spend some time to find a word instead of
“ridiculous”, you're not a housewife and kitchen-woman anymore, it's necessary for your
new period

Shabnam: Get away

Mehran: Get away is ok, but it's not pleasant




Shabnam: Do you let me speak or not?

Mehran: Say

Shabnam: I have many plans and projects, I'm sure I will perform all of them
Mehran: You start the work my employer; I will serve as a worker

Shabnam: Really?

Mehran: I never lie

Shabnam: I want to have a trip before starting the work

Mehran: Where do you want to go?

Shabnam: I don’t know... Perhaps I go to Kianoush

Mehran: Cave dwelling is good, but go to Mahyar, sit in the desert and look at its
smoothness and uniformity [pause] desert doesn’t lie to human but mountain tells, when do
you want to go?

Shabnam: Tonight

Mehran: I love your willpower, have a good trip

Shabnam: Mehran

Mehran: Yes?

Shabnam: Do you promise to be good friends?

Mehran: We are, I mean you're master and I'm your worker
Shabnam: Ridiculous.. I'm serious!

Mehran: Yes, but I have a term

Shabnam: I accept, any term that you have, but I have a condition too
Mehran: I listen

Shabnam: Anytime we see each other you recount for me one of your stories, poems and
other things you've read.

Mehran: You want it for self-improvement but I cannot advice

Shabnam: No, I just love to listen [pause] what’s your condition? I accept anything you say

Mehran: Don’t accept without thinking [pause] First of all our friendship should change to
camaraderie

Shabnam: What does it mean?

Mehran: I mean we never lie to each other. Friends lie to each other sometimes, but
comrades don’t




Shabnam: Ok dude! You're always playing with these words, what’s the difference, pal,
friend, companion, mate

Mehran: It differs for me
Shabnam: Pal is ok, my share!

Mehran: A father calls home and tells his daughter to give the telephone to his wife. “Mom
is at room with a man” daughter says. “Go knock on the door and say that father is coming
home within minutes, his mission to county is canceled. I'll re-call then” dad says. He called
some minutes later and asks what happened? “I said. Mom ran out quickly, she didn’t have
enough cloths, she didn’t see the stairs and fell down the stairs” daughter answers. “What
about the man?” dad asks. “He died. He jumped in pool from the window, but you have
evacuated the pool’s water a few days age” youngster answers. “My house is 54 meters, its
bath has no tub” dad says and hangs up the phone [Light goes]




May of last year
At Shabnam’s Office

[The office is neat. Mehran is sitting on the coach uncomfortably and is peeking around. He
occasionally looks at his watch and plays with his figures. Shabnam enters having tea tray.]

Shabnam: You're welcome

Mehran: I disturbed you

Shabnam: Don’t mention it

Mehran: However sorry I came one hour sooner

Shabnam: No, You should excuse me that here was a little messy. You know, it’s a couple of
days that we sleep here, I mean our office, at nights, in fact is our home too

Mehran: It’s better, it is cost-saving [pause] May I read the work terms?
Shabnam: I'll tell you myself, we don’t conclude an agreement here
Mehran: What do you mean?

Shabnam: You know, here all are first friends then cooperator, with motto of all for one, one
for all

Mehran: That’s good

Shabnam: The company’s work is not permanent except for me and sometimes him, my
husband

Mehran: I knew, It’s better for me too

Shabnam: By the way we have heard many good things about... can I call you more
friendly? [Mehran verifies by head], about you

Mehran: It's rumor, don’t believe

Shabnam: However you're welcome and it’s our office, that’s is my husband, he’s isolated,
but he’s a nice man

Mehran: God bless you
Shabnam: Thanks. You have no terms?

Mehran: Not only work and friendship without lie is important for me and I do my best for
it, but also I wish we can be good pals for each other, threesome

Shabnam: Be sure it will happen




Mehran: So you're welcome to the group of my few friends
Shabnam: I should have told you the same, but you're very very welcome
Mehran: Thanks, coming is not so important, continuing to be fine is more important

[Light fades out]

The End
September 12t 2009
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